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carry out the King's wish by some means, fair or foul. After
a stormy interview with Bccket in his palace, they followed
him armed into the Cathedral   Fierce words passed, and
HIS Becket retorted no less fiercely. A scuffle began. Docket was
m<n70) struck and retaliated, and then one of the knights drew his
sword; the rest did the same, and the Archbishop was
murdered beside his own altar steps,
Becket straightway became a martyr. If ever a dead man
Results of won a fight, it was he. Henry, who had many advantages of
struggle reason and justice on his side, lost most of them by his own
frantic words and the more frantic interpretation \vluch the
four knights placed on them, llenccfonvaul the one thing
to do was to yield. He swore his innocence, and at a later
date even submitted to be scourged by the monks of Canter-
bury at Bccket's tomb. But all hope of asserting his full
power over the Church courts wat* gone. Not till the Re-
formation did the royal power prevail, and for more than
church three centuries criminous clerks continued to be sentenced
in their own courts, and what was more important, the door
was opened to fresh inroads by the popes. The humbling
of King John, the plundering taxation of Henry IITs day
were indirectly due to Bucket's martyrdom. Hut Henry
did not lose all his powers, By the Concordat of Avnmehes
(1172) made with the Pope he claimed that existing usage
should be recognized. He was able to preserve some control
of appeals to Rome, to check in certain matters any further
increase in the jurisdiction of the Church courts and elec-
tions to bishoprics were conducted as before in the king's
chapel and, therefore, under the king's influence* (Note 18.)